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Parole ecumeniche per la pace

A cura di Riccardo Burigana (Firenze)

Fin dal 7 ottobre 2023 gli organismi ecumenici si sono spesi nella con-
danna della terribile e inaudita violenza che ha colpito tanti uomini e don-
ne dello Stato d’Israele per l’attacco proditorio del quale sono rimasti vit-
time; nei mesi che sono seguiti di fronte alla reazione dello Stato d’Israele, 
soprattutto per i continui e ripetuti attacchi alla comunità di Gaza, che 
hanno causato decine di migliaia di morti e distruzioni materiali devastan-
ti, si è levata forte la voce per la cessazione di questi attacchi e la ricerca di 
nuove strade di pace per superare lo stato di conflittualità che, da decenni, 
insanguina la regione dove sono nate le prime comunità cristiane.

Nell’approssimarsi del primo anniversario del 7 ottobre gli organismi 
ecumenici sono tornati a chiedere la pace con parole e gesti: qui di seguito 
vengono riportate le dichiarazioni del Consiglio Ecumenico delle Chiese, 
del Consiglio delle Chiese Cristiane degli Stati Uniti, del Consiglio del-
le Chiese Cristiane dell’Australia e della Commissione delle Conferenze 
Episcopali dell’Unione Europea; questi testi  mostrano la comune volontà 
per mettere fine alla guerra in modo da riprendere il non-facile cammino 
per costruzione della pace che non sia la semplice sottoscrizione di accordi 
politici, ma sappia essere l’inizio di un percorso di riconciliazione delle 
memorie e di condivisione di progetti e di speranze per il presente.
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Rev. Jerry Pillay, general secretary of  the World Council of Churches, 
One year after 7 October attacks, Ginevra, 7 ottobre 20241

On this day in 2023, Hamas launched a brutal attack on southern Isra-
el that became the catalyst for a year of escalating and widening conflict 
in the region. 

During this attack, numerous atrocities were committed in utter viola-
tion of the most fundamental principles of international law and morality, 
with some 1,200 people being killed – including many young people at-
tending a music festival, as well as children, women and elderly people in 
several civilian communities in the region – and 251 hostages being taken, 
of whom 97 are still being held one year later. While understanding the 
long history of occupation and oppression that preceded these events, the 
WCC has condemned the attack on innocent Israeli civilians.

The enormity of Israel’s subsequent war in Gaza is shockingly unac-
ceptable. It has exponentially compounded the violations and suffering 
inflicted on innocent civilians, with more than 41,700 people killed – 
including over 16,000 children – a further nearly 100,000 people woun-
ded, and over 10,000 missing and presumed dead underneath the rubble, 
according to health authorities in the enclave. Around 1.9 million people 
– 90% of the population of Gaza – have been forcibly displaced from their 
homes, many multiple times, and almost half a million people are facing 
catastrophic food insecurity, while Gaza’s critical infrastructure, medical 
and education services, housing, economy, farmland, and fishing fleets 
have largely been laid to waste. Israel’s war in Gaza has made the territory 
unliveable, and has given rise to claims of genocide which have been jud-
ged by the International Court of Justice as plausible.

Moreover, during this period violent attacks and other violations by 
illegal settlers and Israeli security forces against Palestinian communities in 
the occupied West Bank and East Jerusalem have risen sharply. Extremist 
elements in Israeli society have, among other things, escalated their threats 
against and attacks on Christian communities, clergy, churches and insti-
tutions, in most cases without criminal sanction.

1 Il Consiglio Ecumenico delle Chiese (World of Council of Churches), fondato nel 
1948, con sede a Ginevra, raccoglie una pluralità di Chiese, oltre 350, ma non la Chiesa 
Cattolica, promuove progetti e iniziative per manifestare l’unità visibile dei cristiani; ogni 
sette anni tiene una Assemblea Generale.
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Israel’s war in Gaza and its violations of the sovereignty of neighbouring 
States have also massively amplified tensions in the wider region, resulting 
in increased military confrontation on multiple fronts, intensified exchan-
ges of fire with Hezbollah in Lebanon, the Houthis in Yemen, and for 
the first time directly with Iran. As a result, the toll of death, destruction 
and displacement is rising for yet more communities in the region. In 
Lebanon, the death toll from two weeks of Israeli attacks on Beirut, Bekaa 
and southern Lebanon is estimated to have already surpassed 2,000, and 
more than one million people have had to flee their homes. Israel’s ground 
incursion into southern Lebanon, and the missile attacks and other hosti-
lities between Iran and Israel, now threaten an even wider conflict, setting 
the whole Middle East region ablaze, and compounding the existing thre-
ats to global peace and stability. 

One year after the attacks of 7 October 2023, Israel and its adversaries 
seem locked in a deadly spiral of violence, accelerating by the day, which 
risks throwing the whole region into intractable conflict with profound 
humanitarian and security consequences for all its peoples. In this context, 
the already grave threats to the future presence of the indigenous Christian 
communities of the Holy Land are reaching an existential tipping point.

If the modern history of the Middle East teaches one clear lesson, it is 
that there is no path to sustainable peace through repeated cycles of armed 
conflict and continuing occupation and oppression, but only to increasing 
antagonism, hatred and extremism on all sides. The only solution is to bre-
ak the cycle of violence, to refrain from more killing and destruction, and 
to engage in dialogue and negotiations for a peace founded on justice and 
equal rights for all. Israel, Iran and all conflict parties must commit imme-
diately to a ceasefire on all fronts. Hamas must release all the remaining 
hostages immediately and unconditionally. Israel must release Palestinian 
political prisoners and move swiftly to ending its occupation and oppres-
sion of the Palestinian people in the territories occupied since 1967, and 
guarantee equal human rights for all people in its territory, regardless of 
race, religion or origin. And all members of the international community 
must end their complicity in sustaining conflict, occupation and oppres-
sion in the region.

The alternative is a real and present threat to the lives and future of all 
people in the region, and to justice, reconciliation and unity in our frag-
mented and fragile world.
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Today, the World Council of Churches calls on all its member churches 
and partners, and all people of faith and good will, to pray and act for 
peace in the Holy Land, extending solidarity to all people affected and 
threatened by the escalating violence in the region, and urging all those 
responsible for providing and using the weapons of war to turn away from 
violence and towards peace. Today our prayer is that the desire for peace 
and justice will overcome the continued obsession with war and violence. 

«Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God». Mat-
thew 5:9

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, One year 
later, New York, 7 ottobre 20242

The horror of October 7, 2023, is still with us.  On that day, more 
than 1,200 innocent civilians – Israelis and citizens of other countries, 
including Americans – were killed in a terrorist attack carried out by Ha-
mas.  More than 250 people were taken hostage.  One year later, just over 
150 hostages have been released; and of the nearly 100 remaining hostages, 
only about 2/3 of them are believed to still be alive with at least six recently 
confirmed dead.  As we commemorate the first anniversary of the attack, 
our first thoughts go to the victims and their families, with whom we pray 
that those who have died will live in eternal memory, and that those who 
remain in captivity will be released.  We pray also for the communities 
that have been affected and who live with the trauma and fear of the ter-
rorist attack, which shook the Israeli community to its core. We grieve the 
horrendous loss of a sense of protection and well-being that this terrorist 
attack unleashed. May God restore peace, safety and security even as we 
join with others across the global village to advocate for the same.

Tragically, the horrors of October 7 have not ended there. Since that 
fateful day, the Israeli military response, the stated purpose of which is 
to root out Hamas, has taken the lives of more than 40,000 Palestinians, 
most of them civilians, whom we also remember, and whose loved ones, are 
likewise in our prayers.  The extent of this killing is unconscionable.  The 
devastation wrought in Gaza – from destroyed homes and infrastructu-
re, to the bombing of healthcare facilities and the prevention of the de-

2 Il Consiglio delle Chiese Cristiane degli Stati Uniti (NCCC-USA), fondato nel 
1950, con sede a New York, raccoglie 37 membri, tra i quali non c’è la Conferenza Epi-
scopale degli Stati Uniti.
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livery of humanitarian assistance – is condemnable.  Not only does this 
disproportionate response give weight to claims that Israeli action in Gaza 
may be genocidal; when coupled with the additional violence in the West 
Bank, it gives credence to claims that Israel may be seeking to expand its 
territory.  Not incidentally, this response also has substantiated for some 
the claims that it may be part of an internal struggle in Israel to maintain 
political power.

This violence has now gone beyond the borders of Israel and the Pa-
lestinian Territories.  Exchanges of firepower across the Lebanese border 
between Israel and Hezbollah threaten the expansion of the violence into 
a regional war, as does the subsequent exchange of firepower between Iran 
and Israel.  There is certainly enough blame to go around for this explosion 
of violence. 

We lament the ways that war is begetting more war, hatred is begetting 
more hatred, and cruelties are begetting more cruelties, making it less safe 
for all of us. We grieve the exponential global increases in Antisemitism 
and Islamophobia and the resulting harm this has caused. And we mourn 
the loss of life, property, and livelihoods, and overall well-being. Certainly, 
this is no way for us to show love for our neighbors, or to weep with those 
who weep and mourn with those who mourn as our faith teaches us to do.

Bishop Vashti Murphy McKenzie, NCC President and General Secre-
tary, expressed her distress over the continued violence and deteriorating 
situation in the Middle East, “When will it end?  Where will it end?  How 
will it end? While all the reasons for the ongoing violence are cause for 
alarm, we must remember the victims and their families. They did not 
intend or deserve to be the pawns in a regional war. And so again, we pray 
that the dead will find eternal rest, the captives will be set free, and that 
their families will be comforted. In tribute to them, let us ultimately seek 
to end this violence, as we refocus our energies to bring about a two-state 
solution that addresses root causes and brings about lasting peace.” 

Believing in a God of peace and justice, we encourage all Christians 
from our member denominations, as well as all people of faith and go-
odwill, to continue to do all that we can to make sure this escalation of 
violence ends, peace is restored, and lasting peace will be secured. 

Amen and may it be so.



252 RICCARDO BURIGANA

National Council of Christian Churches in Australia, A Call to Con-
tinuous Prayer for Peace in the Middle East. “Now may the Lord of 
peace Himself give you peace at all times and in every way. The Lord 
be with all of you.” – 2 Thessalonians 3:16, Sidney, 30 settembre 20243

We turn to God in prayer, asking that His peace be poured out upon 
the people of the region, where violence and instability have left so many 
suffering. We pray that leaders may embrace paths of de-escalation and 
dialogue, working towards justice and the restoration of hope for millions 
who long for an end to conflict.

Our hearts are especially heavy following the recent escalations of vio-
lence, which have heightened fear and deepened wounds.

As we reflect on the conclusion of the 2024 Week of Prayer for Peace in 
Palestine and Israel, we continue to lift our voices in prayer for the Middle 
East, pleading for God’s mercy and intervention.

We pray for the safety and protection of all civilians, for the innocent 
caught in the crossfire, and for those who have lost loved ones or have 
been displaced. We echo the call of Cardinal Bechara Rai, patriarch of the 
Maronite Catholic Church, who has condemned the ongoing attacks and 
called for peace. His plea for calm and reconciliation resounds in our own 
prayers.

The NCCA joins the World Council of Churches (WCC) in condem-
ning the tragic loss of civilian lives from recent airstrikes. Together, we 
reaffirm the urgency of seeking peace and justice for those who live in 
constant fear and danger.

As we come together in prayer, we trust in the Lord who “heals the 
broken-hearted and binds up their wounds” (Psalm 147:3). May God’s 
spirit of peace and reconciliation cover these troubled lands, bringing hea-
ling, safety, and renewed hope to all.

NCCA President Rev John Gilmore expresses deep concern that our 
communities not allow the escalating conflict to undermine social cohe-
sion in Australia. “We must not let violence beget violence as it is the 
innocent who are suffering”, Rev Gilmore says.

“Together let us seek peace with justice. Let us continue to advocate 
for a permanent ceasefire, support humanitarian aid efforts, and, above all, 

3 Il Consiglio delle Chiese Cristiane in Australia, fondato nel 1994, con sede a Sidney, 
comprende anche la Conferenza Episcopale dell’Australia.
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trust in the transformative power of prayer. May God’s peace, which sur-
passes all understanding, guard the hearts and minds of all those affected 
by the devastating conflict in the Middle East”, prays Rev Gilmore.

May peace prevail.

Mons. Mariano Crociata, president of the Commission of the Bishops’ 
Conferences of the European Union, A heartfelt appeal for peace in the 
Holy Land and all the Middle East. Statement, Bruxelles, 3 ottobre 
20244

In light of the tragic anniversary of the October 7 terrorist attacks on 
the Israeli people, and in the face of the exceptionally grave humanitarian 
crisis in the region, alongside the dangerous Middle Eastern political dy-
namics involving an increasing number of actors, COMECE issues the 
following statement from its President, H.E. Mgr. Mariano Crociata, on 
Thursday, 3 October 2024.

	 “On behalf of the Bishops of COMECE, I wish to express our 
deepest concern about the vortex of violence that has engulfed the Holy 
Land, Lebanon and other parts of the Middle East in recent months. Each 
day brings the risk of further escalation, intensification and expansion of 
the conflict across the region, threatening the dignity, lives and livelihoods 
of hundreds of thousands of people.

As we approach the tragic anniversary of the October 7 terrorist attacks 
on the Israeli people, we cannot fail to reiterate our great sorrow over the 
devastating waves of violence that the Holy Land and the Middle East re-
gion have witnessed in these past twelve months. This has not only resulted 
in an exceptionally grave humanitarian crisis and inconceivable human 
suffering in all communities, but also generated dangerous regional politi-
cal dynamics involving an increasing number of actors.

This situation is source of grave concern to us also for its repercussions 
in Europe and in the world. The resurgence of anti-Semitism, radicalisa-
tion and xenophobia not only threatens social cohesion, but also leads to 
deplorable acts of violent extremism and terrorism. 

Echoing the repeated peace appeals of Pope Francis, we urge all conflict 

4 La Commissione delle Conferenze dell’Unione Europea (COMECE), nato nel 
1980, con sede a Bruxelles, raccoglie le Conferenze Episcopali Cattoliche dei paesi che 
fanno parte dell’Unione Europea.
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parties, as well as all persons and groups inciting violence, to refrain from 
any actions that could lead to further escalation and polarisation.

We call for an immediate ceasefire on all fronts and for respect of inter-
national and humanitarian law. We appeal for the necessary protection of 
civilians, hospitals, schools and places of worship, as well as the release of 
all hostages and safe, unhindered humanitarian access.

The European Union, together with other regional and international 
actors, is called to pursue with determination the dialogue with all conflict 
parties in view of a just and lasting peace. This should include renewed 
diplomatic efforts towards a two-state solution, one Israeli and one Pale-
stinian, as well as an internationally guaranteed special status for the City 
of Jerusalem, so that all Israelis and Palestinians may finally live in dignity, 
security and peace.”

We invite all people of good will to join the appeal of Pope Francis to 
observe a day of prayer and fasting for peace in the world on Monday, 7 
October 2024. In view of this occasion, on which the Catholic Church 
prays in a particular way to Mary, Our Lady of the Rosary, we wish to 
share the following prayer for peace proposed by H.Em. Card. Pierbattista 
Pizzaballa OFM, the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem:

Prayer for peace 
Lord our God,
Father of the Lord Jesus Christ,
and Father of all mankind,
Who in the cross of Your Son
and through the gift of His own life,
at great cost You wished to destroy
 the wall of enmity and hostility
that separates peoples and makes us enemies:
Send into our hearts
the gift of the Holy Spirit,
that He may purify us from every feeling
of violence, hatred and revenge,
enlighten us to understand
the irrepressible dignity
of every human person,
and inflame us to the point of consumption
for a peaceful and reconciled world
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in truth and justice,
in love and freedom.
Almighty and eternal God,
in Your hands are the hopes of men
and the rights of every people:
Assist with Your wisdom those who govern us,
so that, with Your help,
they will become sensitive to the sufferings of the poor
and of those who suffer the consequences
of violence and war;
may they promote the common good and lasting peace
in our region
and throughout the earth.
Virgin Mary, Mother of Hope,
obtain the gift of peace
for the Holy Land that gave birth to you
and for the whole world. Amen.




