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Dear Members of the International Society for the History of Medicine, Dear 
Readers of Vesalius,

It is with great pleasure that, after a long process of editorial restructuring – 
unfortunately accompanied by serious financial problems inherited from the past 
–, that I can finally announce the relaunch of our historic journal, Vesalius - Acta 
Internationalia Historiae Medicinae, the official journal of the International Society 
for the History of Medicine, a society founded in Paris in 1921, whose centenary was  
celebrated in 2021. 

I wish to thank the previous Editor-in-Chief, Prof. Dr. Robrecht Van Hee, Past 
President Prof. Dr. Giorgio Zanchin, current President Prof. Dr. Carlos Viesca, and 
the entire scientific board of the society (a special thought goes to Prof. Dr. Dana 
Baran and Prof. Dr. Luca Borghi) for their constant technical and moral support dur-
ing this difficult and articulate journey.

Our new publisher is Angelo Pontecorboli Editore (Florence), a publishing 
house with a long and prestigious history of virtuous collaborations with academic 
institutions. The tasks of bringing the journal to new heights and meeting the chal-
lenges of the highly competitive bibliometric nature of modern scientific publica-
tions may appear daunting but, through teamwork, relevant results can be achieved. 

If the main step was to bring the journal back to life starting with the release of 
this first 2024 issue, the next step will be to maintain the regularity of publication, 
increasing the quality and quantity of its scientific content, up to the coveted goal of 
achieving Scopus indexing, which is crucial in view of a better consideration in the 
academia setting. 

I promise that I will do my best to support the history of medicine and its allied 
sciences, but I am nevertheless very glad that, in this journey, I will not be alone, 
but rather accompanied by a scientific board, completely renewed for the occasion, 
of the highest calibre consisting of esteemed international scholars. Regarding the 
research topics contemplated for submissions to Vesalius, they remain essentially 
those of the previous editions with an obvious and immediate focus on the history 
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of medicine. Under my editorship, however, greater space will also be given to pal-
aeopathology, a fundamental discipline for understanding the historical presentation 
and evolution of diseases. 

Regarding the journal’s website, it is being launched – some time will be re-
quired to fill it with all the new information and the names of the new members of 
the editorial board. 

For the present journal issue, I have been more flexible and permissive with the 
formatting style so as not to complicate the transition from the old model to the cur-
rent one, but from the next issue on it will be necessary for authors to strictly stick 
to the prescribed formatting. The guidelines that the authors are and will be asked 
to follow are the same prescribed by Angelo Pontecorboli Editore for his other jour-
nals: https://pontecorbolipress.com/journals/index.php/vesalius/guidelines 

With reference to the use of the French language, while we certainly value and 
encourage it, we do not think that it should be a conditio sine qua non for this new 
course of Vesalius nor will it represent a source of pressure on the authors. Authors 
mastering the language are free to submit their contributions in French or to add a 
supplementary abstract in French. For our part, the journal’s editor will preserve the 
tradition of using both languages in Vesalius by making sure that, in each issue of 
the journal, at least one contribution or abstract will be published in that language. 
In this issue, for example, we have Régis Olry’s article also featuring a French-
language abstract as well as the Hommage amical à Danielle Gourevitch is printed 
in French. 

This issue, among the contributions it includes, reflects in part the legacies of 
the previous management and the complex 2021-2024 period, during which numer-
ous submissions were received but, due to the financial problems of that phase, were 
accumulated waiting for better times for publication. The file therefore includes, 
inter alia, an interesting essay on Byzantine medicine signed by Maria Barroso, 
a critical note on interpretations in biomedical journals of Michelangelo Buonar-
roti’s anatomy written by Rumy Hilloowala, and the richly examined case of Fanny 
Burney’s mastectomy by Simon Donell and colleagues, etc. Noteworthy is also a 
beautiful study by Régis Olry – mentioned above – on death sentences imposed on 
physicians, surgeons and health officers during the year of the Revolution in France. 
This issue of Vesalius also includes book reviews and a homage to the cherished 
memory of the celebrated medical historian Prof. Dr. Danielle Gourevitch, sadly 
passed away in 2021. 

In making a start with this new adventure, I cannot fail to express heartfelt 
thanks to all the ISHM Members who have advanced their annual membership fees 
to the society to relaunch the journal and to the Ordine dei Medici Chirurghi e de-
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gli Odontoiatri della Provincia di Salerno for their generous financial contribution 
to the production of this issue of the journal. It is precisely in Salerno that the 49th 
Congress of the International Society for the History of Medicine will be held from 
October 9 to 12, 2024, details of which are given in this issue of the journal.

I wish you a good read, hoping that the many insights offered by the selection of 
articles presented here may catalyse a revival of interest in this historic and glorious 
journal.
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